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Weekly
Pakistan hopes

SLAMABAD: Pakistan hopes that the latest

‘pause’ in negotiations between the United States

and Taliban will end soon and progress towards a
political settlement of the conflict can be resumed.
This was conveyed by Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi to US Special Envoy for Afghan
Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad here on Friday.
The US envoy was visiting Islamabad a day after the
United States paused the resurrected peace talks with
Taliban in Doha over the attack on Bagram airbase in
Afghanistan,
Two Afghan civilians were killed and another 70
injured when Taliban on Wednesday attacked the
largest US military facility in Afghanistan. No
coalition service members were killed in the attack.
Reacting to the attack, Ambassador Khalilzad tweeted:
“When | met the Talibs today, I expressed outrage
about yesterday’s attack on Bagram, which recklessly
killed two and wounded dozens of civilians, Taliban
must show they are willing & able to respond to Afghan
desire for peace. We're taking a brief pause for them to
consult their leadership on this essential topic.”
The pause represents the latest interruption in the US-
Taliban negotiations. The dialogue had resumed last
Saturday after remaining suspended for almost three
months. President Donald Trump had declared the
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= B WA LA Quetta - I -
or end to ‘pause’in Afehan peace talks

process dead and ended all contacts with Taliban in
September when an American soldier was killed in an
attack claimed by the insurgent group.

US special envoy Khalilzad discusses reconciliation
process with Qureshi, Gen Bajwa

One of the main issues discussed in the most recent
round of talks was reduction of violence. The US wants
Taliban to commit to violence reduction before any
agreement is signed between them.
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Mr Qureshi, in his meeting with Mr Khalilzad,
reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to facilitating the
peace process. “Pakistan would continue to sincerely
facilitate the Afghan peace process as a shared
responsibility,” the foreign minister said. A statement
on the meeting said the US envoy briefed the foreign
minister on the discussions with the Taliban
representatives. Ambassador Khalilzad also met Army
Chief Gen Qamar Bajwa at GHQ.
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