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Opposmon leaders lavished b11110ns on themselves under securit

A A

(3)

office expenses: Murad Saeed

inister for Communications and Postal Services Murad Saced on Tuesday
M slammed the "kingly" spending of national wealth by past public office holders
on the pretext of setting up camp offices, security arrangements an
entertainment. Before he began discussing the figures, Saeed said that it was important

to provide the context under which such lavish expenditures were made.,

"In Thar, a

seen in the report submitted to the Supreme Court, each year, there are more than 50
children who are dying due to hunger and poverty. The health conditions are such in the
chief minister’s constituency, that one 1s hard pressed to find an ambulance to carry the

injured to a hospital when a blast occurs.

"The availability of clean drinking water is an

1ssue most prominent in Sindh and Punjab. Data from State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)

and Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) shows

that Sindh 1s the most

poverty-stricken province followed by South Punjab,” he said as he set the stage to

provide the contrast which followed.

these.

"We will begin with Yousuf Raza Gillani. IHe had
five camp offices, three in Lahore and two in Multan and he spent Rs245 million on
We then move on to Zardari, who has proved very bhari (costly) for the nation.

His two camp offices one in Larkana where he has a house, and one in Naudero as well
as his security arrangements resulted in the wastage of over Rs3.164 billion of tax

pavers' mongy over 2013-2018 when he was not even president of the country.”

He said

that Zardari had had 246 cars on the pretext of security in 2015, whereas in 2016 he had
fled the country, in 2017 he had 164 cars, and in 2018 he had 138 cars. Saced said that
former prime minister Nawaz Sharif had wasted 5460,000 on a single visit to the
United States in 2015 and spent 327,000 pounds from the public exchequer on his

treatment in the United Kingdom. Similarly, over Rs4,310m from the public kitty was
spent to provide security to a disqualified Nawaz Sharif in Riawind when it was

declared a camp office by former Punjab chief minister Shehbaz ShariBaeed said Shehbaz had spent Rs8.726bn on his security as chief minister. He also wasted Rs1.3bn by using the special plane of
prime minster 526 times, despite having his own helicopter. Former president Mamnoon Hussain, he said, spent Rs303m on the security of his camp office in Karachi.On the contrary, the minister said.,

Prime Minister Imran Khan would save the public's money by staying in the Pakistan embassy during his forthcoming visit to the United States.
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Likewise, he said the security expenditure of the Punjab

chief minister had also been reduced by 86 per cent and travel expenses by 60 per cent after Usman Buzdar took charge of the office last year Adviser to the Prime Minister on Climate Change Malik
Amin Aslam then took the floor to brief the media on the progress made regarding the prime minister's Clean and Green Pakistan initiative and to announce a new policy on the use of plastic bans,
"Plantation for the monsoon season is about to begin at the end of the month and we have set a target of planting 140 million trees,” he announced.
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